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Pastor’s Report 
This summer my family and I were blessed 
with a visit from my brother and his family. 
With this visit, all the closest members of 
Camilla’s and my family have now seen 
where we live and work. This truly is a 
blessing as it makes it so much easier to talk 
with them about our Canadian life. 
Every time we have had visitors, our guests 
have of course visited the ‘must-see’ sights of 
the Lower Mainland, some with us, some on 
their own, but they also were eager to see 
such things as the Church, Bjørn’s school, our 
favourite café, and the like. These are the 
things that make up our daily living and 
seeing them – not only having them 
described through videocalls – makes so 
much sense. Now my entire family cannot 
only see a picture of my favorite donut. They 

have all tasted it. Now my entire family 
cannot only imagine how my work in the 
Church is, they have seen me there ‘in 
action’. 
The privilege of having them be able to come 
visit me has made me reflect upon how it 
must have been for many of you who came 
over before videocalls and emails, online 
florists, or even airplanes.  The only thing you 
had to connect you with yours was slow mail 
or a phone – one that not only cost a lot to 
use but certainly could not take pictures as 
well. It cannot have been easy leaving family 
behind and not knowing when, how and if 
one were to connect ever again. Nor can it 
have been easy to describe your everyday 
life. 
Despite the hindrances, many of you stayed 
in touch with your family though. And stayed 
in touch with Denmark. Many of you tried to 
explain the wonders over here. Not 
necessarily to persuade people to visit, but 
because it was important to you to be 
understood by family and friends, and  by 
Denmark. At least that is what my reflections 
have led me to believe. What is of 
importance is not all the wonders of the 
world, what is of importance is fellow human 
beings like  family, friends,  the people with 
whom one can connect. Connect and be 
understood by heart. 
This summer I connected. That is why I right 
now feel blessed.       
Pastor Carsten Mølgaard Hansen 
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From the Board 
Change is constant. We cannot sit still. Time 
will not let us. This is very evident as I look 
out the Library windows at the land across 
the street that is now preparing for building 
homes. I have been contacted again by the 
Director of Properties and Land 
Development about allowing a Swing Crane 
to operate overtop our church.  
 
You might see some changes around the 
church over the next year. We have a 
committee that is looking at how we can 
possibly change the way we do things to offer 
activities to our members. Over the last 
couple of months we have had the church 
exterior repainted, the lower hall windows 
replaced (actually still working on these), and 
started the Memorial Walk expansion. We 
are in the process of rearranging our upstairs 

offices to accommodate the additional 
activities and equipment we have acquired 
over the last couple of years. 
 
Our amazing volunteers are looking a little 
weary with all the things going on. So if you 
are getting a bit bored and think you would 
like to volunteer for things like greeting 
people at the door on Sundays as a Deacon, 
help with serving coffee and snacks after 
Sunday services, setting up the hall for 
events, preparing for events such as the 
Bazaar or Terry Fox run activities, man… or 
woman… a booth at some event, let us know. 

 You can contact me at 
(rtaylor@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca),  

or Susanne in the office 
(office@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca) 

 or one of our Auxiliary groups (contact 
information on the last page of the 
Kirkebladet). We would love to have you join 
us. 

Hope you all had a good summer and are re-
energized, ready for the upcoming activities 
such as the Harvest Dinner, Movie Matinee, 
Weekly Bible Studies, Terry Fox Run 
activities, Organ Concert by a Dane, Board 
Games Day, Fall Bazaar, Halloween Family 
Service, Fall Lottery, All Saints Dinner, 
Morten’s Aften Dinner, and Kom Sammen. I 
am sure I am missing some. But this gives you 
a good idea of events and why volunteers 
would be appreciated. ������   

Rob. 

mailto:rtaylor@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca
mailto:office@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca
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Interior Design Committee 
Throughout the Fall the Interior Design Committee will be showcasing and testing various 
potential changes to our interior design throughout our Church. The idea behind showcasing 
and testing various potential changes is to receive feedback from you – the congregation. 

How you are to give feedback will vary in form depending on the change, test, and 
circumstance and more information will follow throughout the Fall. For now, we just want to 
let you know that this is taking place, and we hope you will be curious, sharing with us your 
thoughts on how we potentially can improve our interior design. 

None of the temporary changes are to become 
permanent right away. Once the process of 
receiving feedback has been completed (by 
December) a suggestion will be put together for 
us to vote upon for our next AGM (April). Only if 
we vote for going forward with some of the 
changes will they eventually become permanent. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to any of the committee 
members: 

- Pastor Carsten M. Hansen pastor@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
- Bodil Nielsen   snowbirdtransport@telus.net 
- Cydney  Rasmussen  cydneyrasmussen@outlook.com 
- Doris Nielsen   knudnielsen@shaw.ca 
- Ebba Grey   ebba@shaw.ca 
- Gwen Dahl   dahl@shaw.ca 
- Sandra Alexander  s.alex@shaw.ca     
- Susanne Chaffe  schaffe@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
- Knud Nielsen   knudnielsen@shaw.ca 
- Steen Larsen   steenlarsen@shaw.ca 

Thanks to all the committee members for volunteering. And thanks to all of you for giving 
feedback enabling us to make the best suggestion ready for our coming AGM. 
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Church Services 
If you are considering any kind of church service, 
please contact the pastor and he will inform you 
about procedure, availability etc. 

If you have special wishes, we will do our utmost 
to facilitate whatever you have in mind. 

 

Baptism 
Nikolas Korsgaard Sorensen was baptised in the 
church on the 28th of June. 

Adam Korsgaard Sorensen was baptised in the 
church on the 28th of June. 

 

Wedding 
Sandie Ganshorn Nielsen and Marc Christian Been 
received a blessing in the church on the 30th of 
June. 

Emily Semcesen and Michael Walloe Petersen 
were joined in holy matrimony on the 9th of July. 

Memorials 
Jordan Shade was celebrated in the church on the 
18th of June.  

Helen Alice Hjort-Olsen was celebrated in the 
church on the 29th of June. 

Flemming Bjørn Christiansen, who lived to 100 
years old, was celebrated in the church on the 25th 
of July.  
(picture on right taken on arrest by Gestapo in WW11)  
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Terry Fox Run 
Last September the Church entered a team in the 
Terry Fox run for the first time.  Through 
donations and team sponsorship we raised 
around $2,110.  Let’s beat that amount this year! 

 We all have someone we would run for. 

We hope to do the event differently this year, so 
more details will be following once the plans are 
finalized. There will be posters in the church and 
information sent out with the weekly email.   

Concert by Danish Organist 
On Monday, September 21, Tina Christiansen is playing the organ for us in the church. She is 
a  very active concert organist with an extensive international career as a soloist, chamber 
musician and accompanist. She has played extensively throughout Scandinavia, and 
Northern, Southern and Eastern Europe, even Russia. Tina has played solo concerts on some 
of Europe's largest organs, such as at St Paul's Cathedral and Westminster Abbey in London, 
Riga Dom in Latvia, Kaliningrad Cathedral in Russia and 
St Florian Stiftsbasilika (International Bruckner Festival) 
in Austria.   

Tina has played concerts with several Danish orchestras 
and has played the world premieres of music by more 
than 20 composers from Denmark and abroad. 

Tina is the organist and director of music at Ansgar's 
Church in Odense (DK), and she is the initiator and 
artistic director of the Odense International Organ 
Festival.     

www.tina-christiansen.dk 
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Harvest Dinner 
 
This lunch is on Sunday, September 13, 2026,  
from 12:30pm, after the 11:00am Service. 
Cost: $35.00 including starter and dessert 
This year we have Chicken Cordon Bleu on the 
menu and,  we can offer a vegetarian option.  

RSVP to office@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca  or 
phone office at: 604-298-6112, by September 7,  

Then pay in one of the following ways:  

e-Transfer to donations@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca (please note what you are paying) 

 Call the office with your Credit Card information during office hours,  

or drop off Cash or a Cheque. 

Halloween Workshop 

Join us for a family fun event celebrating Halloween 
in our church. We will help you get ready for the 
festivities by inviting you all to a Halloween 
Workshop on Sunday, the 25th of October where 
we will be carving pumpkins… …and there will be 
something nice for the children. 

Prior to the 
carving, a family 
service will kick-off the day at 11am. The carving will start 
around 11:45am. We will serve light lunch and snacks for the 
children. There will be church coffee for the adults as usual. 
If you love to dress up, you are of course more than welcome 
to do so. 

mailto:office@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca
mailto:donations@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca
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Fall Bazaar - Saturday Oct. 31, 2026, from 11am to 2pm 
 Open-face Sandwiches 
 Coffee and Dessert 
 Christmas Crafts 
 Christmas Craft Kits 
 Vintage items 
 Raffle tickets 

 Good friends 
 New friends 

 

 

 

Fall Lottery - Tickets in the mail in the end of September 

This year’s Lottery Prizes:   Thank you very much to: 
1st Prize Stressless Recliner  Donated by Gert Knudsen of Scandesigns 
2nd Prize $1,000 cash Anonymous Donor 
3rd Prize Gift Certificate from  

Save-on-Foods ($200) 
Donated by Gwen Dahl 

4TH Prize Gift Basket from  
Save-on-Foods ($100) 

Donated by Mary Madsen 
- in Memory of Gunnar 

5th Prize Cloverdale Deli Basket ($100) Donated by Hansel Deli and Bodil Nielsen 
6th Prize Kagemand Donated by My Original Danish Pastry Baker, 

in Ladner 
The prizes will be drawn at 2pm at the Fall Bazaar on Saturday, Oct. 31st. 
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Annual Fall Drive 
Coming in the Mail to you is the Fall Drive form 

with return envelope. 
 

Donations go towards upgrades and maintenance of the church 
and parsonage, Kirkebladet, community and congregation 
outreach, our pastor’s salary and expenses, etc. 

 

Please fill out the enclosed form and return by mail as soon as possible, Cheques should be 
made out to: Danish Lutheran Church of Vancouver 

No chequebook or stamp?  Contact the office for other methods! 
Forms and payment can be done over the phone. 

 
Membership allows you to be part of the decision-making 
process at the AGM in 2027, please have renewals, and 
especially new memberships, in by Dec 31. 

(We want to be sure you are on the PAID  
Membership List! For 2027) 

 
 

  

When being paid by a cheque, 
it would be helpful to have our full name for the bank: 

Danish Lutheran Church of Vancouver 
 

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/wmopen-introtosociology/chapter/types-of-government/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Memorial Walk 

 

 

This year we continue to 
see expansion of the 
Memorial Walk. We now 
have  143 Plaques in Place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 7, 2004, Pastor Kaj Glud conducted a dedication 
ceremony with the First plaque to be unveiled for our former Pastor 
Immanuel Rasmussen (pictured at right) and his wife Anne. Pastor 
Rasmussen served our church from 1966 until his retirement in 
1979.   
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September2026   
 

  
   

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 
  1 2 3 4 5 

    Ladies Aux. 
12noon 
 
 
 

  
 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Service 
(Dan) 11am 
 
 
 

 New 
Auxiliary 
12:30pm 
 

Komsammen 
1:30pm 

Bible Study 
9:30am  
 

   

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Service 
(Eng) 11am 
Harvest 
Dinner 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Movie 
Matinee 
11:30am 

Bible Study 
9:30am  
Dania Manor 
10:30am 

 
 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
Service  
(Dan) 11am 
Terry Rox 
Run  

Organ 
Concert 
7:30pm 

Board 
Meeting 
7pm 

Dania Home 
11am 

Bible Study 
9:30am  
 

Col/Car  
 
 
 
 
 

27 28 29 30    
Service 
(Eng) 11am 
 
 
 
 

Swe/Can 
Rest Home 
10:30am 
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October 2026 
  

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 
    1 2 3 

    Bible Study 
9:30am  
Ladies Aux. 
12noon 
 

  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Service 
(Dan) 11am 
 
SCC Leif 
Erikson Day 

   Bible Study 
9:30am  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

11 12 13 14  15 16 17 
Thanksgiving 
Service  
(Eng) 11am 
and Lunch 
 

 New 
Auxiliary 
12:30pm 
 
 

Dania at 
Church  
10:30am 
Komsammen 
1:30pm 
 

Bible Study 
9:30am  
 

Pastor in 
Victoria 
5pm 

Pastor in 
Nanaimo 
11am 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Service 
(Eng)11am 
 

  Movie 
Matinee 
11:30am 

Bible Study 
9:30am  
 
 
 

Col/Car  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Family 
Service  
(Eng) 11 
Halloween 
Activities 

Swe/Can 
Rest Home 
10:30am 

Board 
Meeting 
7pm 

 Bible Study 
9:30am  
 
 

 Fall Bazaar 
11-2pm 
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Scholarship Committee  

The Scholarship Committee consisting of Margit Hansson, Lene Olesen, Jorgen Rohweder and 
Gunhild Royston met in person and over Zoom this spring after reviewing the numerous 
applications for Scholarships.  The criteria for applying are on The Danish Church website and 
all are welcome to apply.   

Many hours and thoughtful consideration are put into selecting the recipients for the Granly 
Legacy Fund; it is a challenging task.   Some recipients have put many hours in volunteering 
at events and others have family who are active in the church. We have also reached out to 
the local high school to see if we can help students get the volunteer hours required for 
graduation.  

2026 - All Scholarship Recipients 

Granly Legacy Fund  Burnaby High Schools 
$1000 each 

UBC Danish Language Class 
$1500 each 

Leah Boyle $1250 Jenna Ang Maia Donahue 
Michael Jensen $1250 Amaya Araki-McWilliams Gabi Fisher 
Liva Hougaard $2500 Samara Bajwa William Gao 
Rowan Shook $2500 Nurul Bakari Bailey Stetar 
Alandra Steiger $2500 Xeniya Bakari  
Saje Allen $5000 Leia Hsu  
Nicole Jensen $5000 Jason Huang  
Natalie Larsen $5000 Isaiah Lee  
Ryan Lynagh-Hansen $5000 Ariel Li Pei-Syuan  
Andrea Nielsen $5000   
Dylan Nielsen $5000   
Colton Sandberg $5000   
Amara Smith $5000   
Janeay Wilkes $5000   

 

Congratulations to this year’s recipients! 
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The following was received on July 16, from one of last year’s 
recipients. Kevin is a grandson of Gunnar and Lene Jensen 
 

Good Afternoon, 

I am writing to say thank you again for granting 
me the scholarship last year. Since then, I have 
completed my studies, and I am working full 
time at Royal Inland Hospital as a Registered 
Respiratory Therapist. Returning to school in my 
30's was a big life change for me, and the gift of 
the scholarship really helped me and my wife 
financially as I had to live away for 6 months in 
Vancouver. I am very happy in my new career, 
and this scholarship has played a large role in 
making that happen. I have attached a picture 
of me and my wife at graduation.  Thank you 
again.  

Sincerely,   

Kevin Christensen 

This year’s recipients of the Granly Legacy Fund are invited to bring 
a guest to the Harvest Dinner, on September 13th. 

As Thank-Yous come in, either from individuals, schools, or 
charitable organizations,  they are being put in a Red Ring 
Binder.  This is currently in the Library but we will look for a 
safe place for it downstairs.  
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Movie Matinee 
 

The Wednesday Movie Matinee is back again for 
the months of September and October.  Bente 
Pastro generously has a light lunch ready at 11:30, 
payable by small donation, and then the lights dim 
and the show starts! 

The fall dates to continue with Krøniken 
are Sept. 16 and Oct. 21. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Assistive Listening Devices 
 

 

To improve everyone’s experience at 
church, we have upgraded our 
Hearing Devices! 

If you wish to borrow a set, please ask 
the Deacons as you enter the church. 
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Christmas Choir 
Do you love singing in church? And 
would you love taking your singing to 
the next level together with some fellow 
enthusiasts? Then consider joining our 
Christmas Choir. 

For more than 40 years we have had a 
choir in the church. Although it does not 
have the same size as it used to, we take 
huge pride in what our choir has done 
and does for our Services and 
Community. Currently our Choir’s main 
effort is to sing for the Nine Lessons and 
Carol Service. You can be a part of it. 

 

 

This year the Service takes place on the 20th of 
December at 3pm. If you consider singing, please 
write our organist and choir leader, Janet 
(jamowatt@yahoo.com), and prepare to meet for 
an introduction meeting on Wednesday 16th of 
September at 7pm. At the meeting, rehearsals 
(expect to meet every second week) will be 
scheduled. 

As a teaser, please see our recording of last year’s 
Service and Concert by scanning the QR-code.  
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Santa Lucia  
This year the Santa Lucia Pageant in the church is 
on Saturday, Dec. 5, 2026.  We welcome new 
members to participate and sing some songs in 
both English and Danish.  There are four practices 
running up to the day (November 1,8,15, and 22nd) 
and the choir also performs at Christmas by the 
Fireside at the Scandinavian Centre on December 
11th.   

If interested in having a child or teen participate, 
please contact the office by phone or email.  We 
are grateful to Andrea and Alison and Amara 
Wardrop for leading the choir.  More details wil be 
in the next newsletter. 

 

Help Wanted 
Thank you for all the attendance and donations, but sadly, we need a 
little more from you on a Sunday, if you have the ability to help.   

 
 If you can bring Altar Flowers once a year 
 If you can be a Deacon, either regularly or fill in 
 If you can ‘Do Coffee’ once a month or fill in 
 If you can make a large or tiny commitment 

 

Please contact the office: schaffe@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca, and you will be put in 
touch with the contacts. 
*Note, an enquiry or one-time offer is not an ongoing commitment! 
 

mailto:schaffe@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca
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All Saints’ Service 
On All Saints’ Sunday, Nov 1st, the church service 
will be moved to 5pm to remember loved ones 
who have passed away in the year.  

The pastor will read out the names of all those that he 
has had a memorial service or funeral for in the past year.   

If you contact Carsten ahead of the 1st you may ask him 
to read out the name of anyone you want to remember 
and honour as well. 

To close the service, we carry candles out and place them 
on the Memorial Walk, thinking of and remembering all 
those who are no longer here. 

Afterwards, a Meatloaf Supper will be served downstairs in the church hall. If you will be 
staying for dinner the price for the meal is $15 per person, paid as you receive your food. 
Please write or call the Church Office by Oct. 28 if you wish to participate in the supper. 

 

College and Career Group (Col/Car) 
 

The College and Career Group continues to meet up throughout 
the year, most recently they attended the fireworks at Vanier 
Park in Vancouver.  

Interested young adults can contact Cydney Rasmussen 
at:crasmussen@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca  

or office@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 

mailto:crasmussen@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca
mailto:office@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca
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Put this on your 
Calendar: 

November 8, right 
after Church 

Mortons Aften 
Dinner 

The Ducks and 
Geese are still 

safe! They aren’t 
on the menu 
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Danish Community Events 
• Kroaften at SCC 

Friday, September 4th at 6pm 
For reservations contact: 
danishhousesociety@gmail.com 
 

• Seniors Luncheon at SCC 
Friday, September 11th at 12noon. 
For reservations contact: 
lauraolufsen53@gmail.com 
 

• Kroaften at SCC 
Friday, October 2nd at 6pm 
For reservations contact: 
danishhousesociety@gmail.com 
 

• Seniors Luncheon at SCC 

Friday, October 9th at 12noon. 
For reservations contact: 
lauraolufsen53@gmail.com 
 

• Leif Erikson Day  at the at SCC 
Sunday Oct. 4th 12:30 to 6:30pm 
 

mailto:danishhousesociety@gmail.com
mailto:lauraolufsen53@gmail.com
mailto:danishhousesociety@gmail.com
mailto:lauraolufsen53@gmail.com
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Church Directory 
 

DANISH CHURCH OFFICE 
Open 10am to 1pm on Tues./Wed./Thurs. 

Phone: 604-298-6112 
Email: office@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
Office Administrator: Susanne Pagh Chaffe 

 
 

PASTOR CARSTEN MØLGAARD HANSEN 
Friday is Pastor Carsten’s day off 

Phone: 604-521-8014 
Email: pastor@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 

 
 
  

THE BOARD: board@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca  
President: Robert Taylor, rtaylor@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
Vice President: Ingelise Nielsen, inielsen@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
Board Secretary: Ida Taylor, itaylor@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
Treasurer: Jørgen Rohweder, jrohweder@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
Director: Steen Larsen, slarsen@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
Director: Poul Erik Rasmussen, sonofrasmus@shaw.ca 
Director: Cydney Rasmussen, crasmussen@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
Alternate: Garry Meyers, gmeyers@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
Alternate Randy Meyers, rmeyers@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
 
Organist: Janet Mowatt, 604-987-8788, jamowatt@yahoo.com 
Webmaster: Claus Sørensen, webmaster@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 
Ladies Auxiliary and memorial coffee: Ebba Grey, 604-990-3550, ebba@shaw.ca 
The New Auxiliary: Tina Taylor, 604-461-3358, tinataylor7707@gmail.com 
Memorial Garden: Poul Erik Rasmussen, 604-526-1233, sonofrasmus@shaw.ca 
Søndags Skolens Kvindeforening: Lene Olesen, 604-539-7555, wolle@telus.net 
Kirkebladet: kirkebladet@danishchurch.vancouver.bc.ca 

mailto:kirkebladet@danishchurch.vancouv
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